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PE AND STATUS 


, j sy is an old program, but new generally and 

Q wy Séferal States have had projects in this field for 25 

rears - Hes York, eae Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa, Mississippi 
‘busy with helping. organize community farm groups in the early 20's, as 

‘e several other States. The comminity approach to extension work through 
e organization of community clubs was being used in West Virginia by the 

Ge. at Frame, director of extension work there, and he developed a community 
ecard. The community council idea was being promoted by Kenyon'L, Butter= 
pee ie Horgan and. iia abi during the same time. Community institutes 


Bat these communi ty Stee Ae ae down aca a few years. Probably 


e Pe biel is and Rope iacmant of the dgunty-seat ee and the Pee 
men ey to focus on technical subject-matter which came with the rapid devel~ 
ients in plant and animal sciences and farm and home technology, The com 
Lty work was not generally known ag rural sociology. At the same time, 
sion projects under the name of rural sociology were also developing in 
States, And recreation became one of the main points of departure 

; new extension rural Pict citey or "rural betterment" as it was some- 


“for recreation wane | once it zot started. As things turned eh rural 
0: ogy became somewhat identified as recreation, and recreation ag Bead Wi 
-etarded each from contributing to its fullest possibilities in extension 


ederfrauk, extension specialist in community organi imation and 
Losys United ia Department of Agriculture, from State annual 


But the aayerosment of aelentiiae pared socsolpee with the camara 
of resident-teaching and research in the field, especially after KG ST 
the distinction between it and recreation more clear, Today, rural soci 
is the science of human relations and group life with particular referer 
to rural people and rural areas, It deals with the organization of rural 
life in regard to kinds and functioning of groups and communities, attitudes 
and eee pan breoaes ke aah a ae of Living commnit ean 


ie 


} 


Extension rural sociology deals with the applied aspects of these top cs 
and it reaches out to also apply information about education methods, psycholo 
and anthropology. It gives ata il attention ‘to such et a as how 


various improvements, helping churches and schools adjust to community trend: 
methods for improving organization meetings and making stronger organizations, 
use of discussion techniques for better educational work, a nig information pee 


2. Today, 25 States offer the benefit of this kind of information and — 
assistance to their extension staffs and the people either on a part-time | 
or a full-time project basis. In addition several other States draw upon 
teaching and research staffs for extension assistance in this field. It is 
more than 20 years cafe in 8 of the 25 States, and less than 6 years old in 
15 States. EN 


3, There is 4 definite upward trend of interest and emphasis on cor 
munity development and working together, This is true throughout the country 


In tae South the i aca sear hgl Ova th organization type of hs is spr 


and the already~existing Speen teed ‘oneeoate in this field in Tonne ssa 
Georgia, and Alabama are moving ahead with continued success. This expan 
is especially timely in view of the rapid trend toward Gyereieear farming | 
and industry, and the Pe gulkt of towns in this regione A: 


The community work of projects in the Northern States deals more wit 
community councils, community planning in connection with special problens, 
experinental or demonstration communities, getting more community approach > 

into extension work, combihing extension conmittces for more over-all ple 
and program activities, and building relationships with other ; =roups or age 
for work on common ‘problems through formation of interagency councils or ¢ 
mittees, interagency workshops or Berea isthe and aid to agencies or erou 
individually. hae 


More teamwork, joint planning, and working togethor are developing | 
both local and State levels. Hural leaders are interested in it and so a 
organizations and public agencies. Coummity needs and problems of lea 


extension planning meetings, 


| aisod now questior tions, and there was need to 

> people make adjustments, More agencies and programs were or would 
up, and the people needed to know about them. There was the question 
Petia pes new programs with present va as mach as eee and 


his prograns Sua ee, The he Siem of defense weeLiteasion 
Lae the need for WG een and teamwork, People were a scieuciy aes 


efficientiy-as 3 poss sible this time. Various organizations were aaatins to 
what they could to help further the deféenge effort. Joint community action 
; stimmlated through the fact that various groups were or would be having 

in defense effort or would be affected by it, therefore, would be inter- 
. in working together in one way or another, Interagency relationships - 
and State - were now going to be nore important than ever, 


There would be also a need for developing more volunteer leadership, 

+ a time when people were going to be busier than usual. Special effort 
ade to get needed defense information injected into community meetings, 

y and community groups were set Ora eee altering programs to best 

e the new situation see jeopardizing their own plans too mch, Health 
‘ecreation problems aros Many communities also found themselves still 
he process of trying to soit ste school reorganization or make other 
stments after the end of the last war. 


DP eiietensc effort was seen as being in the interest of everybody, It. 
oing to be important to have the participation of every community and 
ly down the road, 


‘nee thro i service to extension staffs, State and. local groups, fe 
1-leaders. The general attitude of the people was to go on as usual, 
mphasis not on making wholesale changes or setting up new plans, but on 
usting current aa Smee and methods na! meet new oe as ie alae: The 


es alon- these lines of the last war, and in several States extension rural 
iologists pener beak  iosciaet or in other ie vende analyze past experi- 


“Other factors in the setting, The Rural Sociological Society in 


nd-grant colleges during the year, This stimulated interest in self- 

pr venent and increased demand for a workshop or conference of some kind 

n extension rural sociology where specialists might get together to exchange 
programs and methods and obtain now information. The Rural Socio- 
ociety, made up primarily of teachers and researchers, has increased 
‘est in extension rural sociology and community organization, A short 
n commnity organization work in the Southern States was held during 
ar n conjunction with the 48th annual meeting of the Southern Agricultur- 
Yorke 8 Association at Memphis. Plans are underway for an even larger 

ra Me ape coming YGAY » 


Good relationships with national’ and: State church iigee Aidan 
zations, library associations, and welfare agencies have continued, 
sociologists in several States helped considerably with conducting Me 
CARE, and other special welfare programs in ‘rural areas, Expansion of pr 
grams in health and recreation also eh BE g demand for saiaetecing pad 
gation assistance, 


Extension workers, faced with problems of how to reach as many peop! 
as possible with a variety of programs, are asking for and using sociol 
information more than ever before, in-service training workshops, | sume Pr: 
schools, extension evaluation studies, new researches, and accumulating 
tension ane activities, have shown its applications and increased in- 


terest in it 5 . 3 


Another factor in the setting is that both resident-teaching : 
in rural sociology have steadily @xpanded, More and more research infor 
of simmificance to extension work has been completed during recent years ay 
is underway. lore and more researches are turned to extension problems, or 
are being designed so as to contribute to extension work and other uses. 
Increased work in public policy education is beginning to increase inter 

in discussion methods, and in ‘sociological analysis of public policies a: 
programs, Increased interest in serving the problems of aging and a 
people, and in juvenile delinquency and crime, also are Esai 
ror sociological information and assistance, 


Azencies interested in furthering extension work and other program 
in underdeveloped areas of the World recognize the importance of understan 
Steet and gearing prograns Pe aera nance and orzanigation, They hav ty 


Stase une york: “in the Und bea statin x eae aha rural sociolozi 
in this country have made notable woniideona teen to various assistance p 
in foreign countries, All this sharing of experiences with others helps 

he 


to appreciate the significance of our own work in this field and wives us 
courage for further Pigg pane ee : hs 


‘STATE PROGRAMS 


According to the Combined. Annual Renolidins of County Extension Mork 
for 1950, assistance was'siven during the year to over 30,000 cba : 
improving recreation facilities, over 55,000 community sroups in ors anigs 
problems, programs, and meetings, nearly. 7000 communities in ‘obtain 
library services, nearly 2300 comminities in building community houses y 
nearly SOOO communities in improving schoolgrounds or other -commnity 
In many cases State specialists sionln iene peste to these Hina ais 
way or another, : 


a 
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A fuller picture of extension rural sociology and community improve- 
ment, as it is carried on in the States which provide it, is given in 
the next paragraphs, including types and examples of activities, accomplish- 
ments, and some new or special developments, 


Problens eid Fields of Work - in approximate order or importance or frequencys 


1. Community organization and improvement - to help the people by 
their own group efforts meet needs and problems which concern 
them as a community group, and provide means for their obtaining 
extension and other programs, 


2e Rural Church and Other Institutions ~ to help the people look 
after their churches, schools, and other institutions of com 
munity living. 


Se Making organizations more effective and improving meetings - 
to increase participation and services 


4, Development of Leaders ship and Organization ~ to implement pro~ 
grams, conserve effort, strengthen rural life, and help people 
in growth of personality, 


5, Staff service on social aspects of extension problems, such as 

. how to increase participation of people in extension programs, 

how to strengthen program plannin ‘methods, and how to obtain 
wider adoption of recommended’ practices, 


6. Development of the Use of Discussion Methods and Group Processes + 
to help add interest to meetings, increase learning, increase 
participation of the people and strengthen practice of democracy, 


7. Miscellaneous. Social Science Information and Public Policy Education 4 
to help the people now about and analyze current facts such ag 
population trends, community changes, and social policies like 
social security, health, education, and agricultural prices, 


sate of extension work in rural sociology and communi t 
1 the State es during L950; 


Some States eae lari certain fields and some emphasize others. Four 
types are selected. ‘In Georgia, the entire program is centered around com 
munity development, a become through the organization of "community improve- 
ment associations" or "community clubs", Bach embraces a small dabei 
or neighborhood, and most of the groups range from 40 to 75 familie They 
have a regular set of officers and committees, have regular reece of 
educational-social nature for all members of the family, and carry on various 
projects for farm, home and community improvement, About 250 communities 
are sO organized in 60 counties of three trade areas of the State - 
around Atlanta, Columbus, and Chattanooga just across the line in Tennessee, 


The program is carried on cooperatively with commercial groups whe 
sponsor community development contests on a county basis and the large 
area basis, Major objectives of the community development program ar 
C1) ete encourage individual rural.families to make improvements in homes ant 
farms, (2) to eneoure ge families to work together to get services and carry 
on activities that are not vossible by families working alone, (3) to en- 
courage development of rural pcatan cites and (4) to foster better mura. - 
relations, 4 oie 


Last year in Olive Branch, Georgia, a community of only 17 familie 
cooverative. efforts of this kind resulted in 7 new bathrooms, 9 new or 
modeled kitchens, 11 kitchens with hot water, 4 new washing ivoniteee ae 
refrigerators, 2 new Sunday School rooms, repainting of the church, an ee 
100 percent Lnuwebas in attendarice of church, and pastures improved an Bate 
stock increased on all the farms in the community. In. another communi 
accomiishments of the community club included 60 percent increase in H 
Hlmea ss tag bane re Montae: oops ne ce cae nee igh 200 pe 


oes area food aoa G. services es available on & cooperative bas: 
a new 4-H club, reduction of idle crop acreage and increases in winter 
pas bebe improved Baie nyo ts pasture, use of line ce areas oe and ar 


La mene available on a cooperative beetle an increase of 6800 que 
of canned fruits and vegetables for home use, 17 new year-round home is 
all families more conscious of the relationship between the kind of ee 
eat and their health, an increase of 16 homes with hot water in the kit 
18 homes with electricity for first time, and 24 homes with washing mac. 
Country and town people met together on several occasions. Through the 
provement program, the banker and other: business people learned more abo 
what farm families were trying to do, so. Silas py them nike ke g 
A chief feature of this program is that it is tied in as a regular p: 
of extension work, The community organization or clubs provide an exce. 
means by which the extension agents can supply information to the people 
It is easier for the extension agents and more people are likely to be 
and influenced, because i is Gagan own hi ee: Each county has an ov 


ight be atnaaved, and aire serves as a cant to abide aie sian for theiciaee 
See County extension program planning consists of community planni: 
meetings, and their representatives from the different community ier) 
a gcena eo ube make up a county program planning: comaittee, gos 


The principal function of the specialist is encouraging ond helping 
county extension workers organize the communities of thoir county, givins 
guidance te the community organizations, and training leadership, In 19 
13 training meetings on community work were held for county agricultural 
home agents, 74 training meetings for community leaders attended by nea 
eos: also tours of winning communities, 10 radio programs, and public 
of the builevin ‘Community Dev relopment In Georgia," 


A similar program is underway in most of the biter Soemie State Se 


Swed: 


» 
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Another type of program in’ extension rural’ sociology is shown by the 
examples of Lowa and Wisconsin, ‘Here, too, much emphasis is on community 
development but in a different way, ‘Special attention is given. to encouraging 
and aiding with. the development of community councils and other forms of 
community action for meeting particular problems or making improvements, often 
through aid to individual communities over a period of time on a pilot or 
experimental basis, The specialists in both States each have been working 
with about 7 or 8 commmnities on this hasis, and these communities have 
accomplished much over a period of a couple of years - school lunch programs, 
improverient of churches, participation of farmers in extension prograns, 
more home demonstration clubs, increase in:4-H club membership, soil conserva~ 
tion, reforestation, improvement of roads, streets, and street lighting, 
recreation facilities and activities, analysis of school reorganization 
problems, new co-ops, construction of local hospitals or hospitals and the 
obtaining of doctors, sponsored chest X-ray and clinics, establishment of 
driving lessons in the school, community fairs or festivals, solved parking 
problems, improved rolations between town and country people, and many other 
improvements, Gnideshcets for analyzing community needs and working out 
plans of action were prepared and widely used in Iowa, 

Much work is with State agencies or organizations and interagency 
groups, encouraging ‘and aiding them in the adaptation of programs to community 
conditions and in working together on certain prograns, Iowa has the Iowa 
Council for Commnity Improvement, the Iowa Christion Rural Fellowship, and 
the Iowa Council. for Better Education, while Wisconsin has the Wigconsin Com- 
Munity Organization Committee, the Wisconsin Public Health Council and several 
Others, This year the Iowa Christian Rural Fellowship initiated a State-wide 
program of church Ddeautification throush the various groups malting up the 
fellowship, and also the idea of county institutes on soil conservation 
where rural pastors and other community leaders would neet with specialists 
and learn about this problem in their counties and help carry the information 
back to the people in their churches and contacts with farm families, State 
or district workshops on community development have also been held in Iowa 
for a number of years, attended by hundreds of community leaders and agency 
workers, From these have stemmed many community endeavors and State programs 
of one kind or another, 


Rural pastors! schools and sessions on church and community in Farm 
and Home Week programs of the agricultural colleges, were also held in both 
Statos, Observance of Rural. Life Sunday is encouraged, throush which soil 
conservation, 4-H club work and other ideas are furthered, All these acti-~ 
Vities do much to build relationships for the Extension Service with other 
agencies, And this helps to foster extension work throughout the State as 
well as help to solve rural problems of community nature beyond farm and home 
technology, : yay 


Incidental assistance is also given extension staffs, In Wisconsin, 
for example, 10 counties asked the specialist during the course of the year 
to come to their counties and sit down with the staff for a day or two to 
help them analyze their county and werk out improvements in extension methods 
and programs, In Iowa monthly "program service" leaflet -is prepared which 
goes to hundreds of local extension units and other community leaders upon 


their requeste The specialist also meets-in county meetings with 


for meetings with 1500 people attending were also held, Such assista 


extension units to help them develop. county and township prograns 
year ahead. Youth organizations, ex cbension health projects, and othe 
programs frequently call.for special. agsistance or counsel, In Wiscons: 
the specialist also teaches the departmental course in Community Organi: 
and advises graduate students on this. and: their extension studiese 


y 


Still ahithor Be a Oho uiwh cal eeraheul m is on teaching disc 
methods, group self-analysis and planning, analysis of public issues a 
policies, and leadership training for improvement of organizations an 
ings. This is based on the concept that development of people and co 
is basically an educational process and growth, through the people doi 
their own thinking, Central focus is.on helping organize and use our 
sources for better living as families and keeping in mind the question 
the extension program as a whole can best help individuals and familie 
at home and take their. rightful part in a changing world. 


One of the main potivinios of the Ohio State specialists in rural — 
sociology is through county and district Leadership schools, where off 
and leaders of 4-H clubs, home demonstration groups, and farm and com: 
Organization come to learn ideas and methods about making organizations 
more effective, strengthen leadership, and improve meetings Tn 1950 se 
such .leondership training schools were held with over 2500 people attends. 
Topics dealt with included planning and conducting mectings, parlianentary 
procedure, getting audience participation, leading discussions, handli 
different kinds of audiences, getting where to find and how to use pro 
materials, how to handle controversial issues, and analysis of local 
national and international problems. Such information is also taught ir 
with special groups, such as Grange lecturers, rural pastors, and by ir 
dual counseling and staff conferences. About 15 recreation leadership 


given to extension 1-day community institutes of which about 400 are h 
annually in Ohio, j/ : 


to observance of Rural Life Sunday, to rural church conferences, and + 

building relationships and carrying on cooperative program with variou 
State agencies and private groups such as departments of health and we. 
Farm Bureau, and cooperative orzanizations. These relations ships and er 
help the public relations of the Extension Service and they also neh to 
improve rural living, ; 


Special assistance was given ine extension health progran, which 
Lene ae to the extension rural sociology officey and to the extensio ory 
men's and women's program, and to State and national church bodies an 
other groups. The residence college course in Rural Sociology ws also 


j - 


1/ The Ohio program has made much contribution in the United States 
development of the use of the sbeeeik ite type of mae sion, % ¢ 


by one of the extension sociologists in 1950, Among the circulars prepared 
yore "It's Ran To Be A Chairman," "Organizing Your County Resources For 
Better Living In The Family," - a discussion outline, "Elements of Program 
Planning," "Some Things Every Chairman Should Know," and numerous articles 
or information was prepared for other publications, 


Still another type of emphasis in extension rural sociology is shown 

+ by the example of Michigan State. Here emphasis is on staff service in social 
science,primarily through studies of leadership patterns, problem areas, 
and community analysis , and through teaching group techniques and application 
of social science to extension problems, Four extension studies were carried 
on in 1950, and much attention was also given to two health studies. One of 

. these was a study of commmnity health projects of 450 communities located in 
all parts of the United States, which was carried on in cooperation with the 
Farm Foundation. Study under auspices of the Soil Conservation Service, were 
also made on the identification and use of "natural" neighbor groups and 
leaders in obtaining-adoption of soil conservation practices by farmers. 


Project teaching activities of the Michican State program consist pri- 
marily of teaching the findings of studies and applications of social science 
principles and information at workshops or conferences and individual counsel- 
ing for extension staffs and. for other groups other than extension, such as 

' the Grange, church bodies, and the Soil Conservation Service, Another major 
activity in 1950 was helping to plan and conduct the fourth annual rural 
leadership school for pastors, and guiding the college committee on rural 
church program which was set up to study this phase of extonsion work, The 
leadership school - 2 weeks in length - had an enrollment of 91 pastors from 
1 States, and courses taught included group methods, community organization, 
rural church programs, home and family. living, intergroup relations, social 
and mental health, conservation and stewardship, economic life and the church, 
and making rural community surveys. Some 1-day county rural life institutes 
were also aided, Assistance was also given to State and county land-use 
planning committees, to various. State and county welfare training projects in 
cooperation with various public and private agencies, and to the State ex- 
tension program in health and safety, : 


The health and safety program, also with a full-time specialist, is 
attached to the extension project in rural sociology. Another feature of 
Michigan State is the close relationship between oxtension research and teach 
ing in sociology, and anthropology. All the staff assist with all three 

' branches of the department work, 


Minnesota's program is an example of one which was devoted alnost entirely 
to sterf service. Aid was given in 1950 to nearly 40 county extension staffs 
and leader groups on one or more of the following topics or. extension, problens: 
analysis of census data on population, production, and level of living; re- 
Vitalizing county home and community committees; projecting the legume progran 
through neighborhood discussion groups; preparing discussion suide sheets for 


ae eram irae prog Spar mre ee 2 eee for Foie oresnieacide ero 
how to use discussion in comminity and county home demonstration pro 
planning; training in use of discussion methods in handling public 
analysis of county situations and devising of surveys and dis scugsion | 
to determine farm family thinking for use in planning the county exte 
program; and explanation of extension organization and relations hips - 
groups and extension anCnt Be Special attention was given to helping 
agents on sees problems. In Texas, which has 254 counties, staff s 
1 organization is also the main field of :worl: of the extension org 


sos ote ay and eciiandies dodeleemanbe as carried on re ‘inet Beaneny 
trating somewhat different fields of emphasis, Similar programs are un 
with varying degrees of extent in one or more wigs all the other States hav 
projects in this field, Major emphasis in 13 States is on general or 
tion problems, leadership, discussion methods, community analysis an 
to the extension staffs, on these topics, in 6 States the major acti 
are On work with rural churches , State relationships, and general c 
development 3-and in 6 other States - in the South ~ emphasis is on en 
ing and assisting whe "communi ty improvement associa ation" type of pro 


New and Special Developnents 


1, xperinental study and pilot demonstration ‘of the s commndty 
approach to ‘planning and carrying on extension prograns and. 
Disereis. | Glew: York and Illinois) 


2e County 1-day rural life inaraetee bringing together phakee 
professional workers of various agencies and prograns, (Vir 


oe State committees or groups on “nelomal organization and ee 
opment, (Iowa and Wisconsin) 


eA geistate 3-day workshop on community development bringing tonotn 
local leaders and State wean workers. (Iowa) 4 
5. State or dis Atatey 1-day Bonbeveaeas on community action and 
opment. GYeea and Miss issippi) 3 
6. Rural church appraisal committee, Lonitnt ue by the dean - to s dL 
various aspects of college assistance in the field of the’ rural 
church and make recommendations for improvement of this progre 
(Hchi can) i ve 


mlie 


7. “Community club" organizations aided by having a county rencral 
program, developed by a county planning committee made up of 
representatives fron various community clubs and neighborhoodse 
(Georgia 


8, Wide participation of State extension staff in community organi- 
gation and improvement programy with various specialists helping 
3 commnities organize and helping with the Judging of the comunity 
! improvement contests. (Tennessee 


he 9, Studies of urban fringe areas and part-time farm families to 
help guide development of extension work, (Indiana and Oregon) 


10. District 3-day workshop on application of social science principles 
and infornation to extension problem and methods, One feature was 
a half-day of field work on commmity analysis with the participants 
going by teams to different neighborhoods and making personal 
interviews. (Michigan) 


pilot communities. (Wisconsin) 


ae 


ll, Intensive work in experimental or 
12. Certificates awarded churches for outstanding programs and service 
to commnity. . (Iowa, Kentucky , Mississippi) 


13. Special work on development of county extension program planning 
procedures and formation of county planning comnittees. (Minnesota, 
Utah, Washington) 


14. Special work with migratory labor camps and on laborer-farner 
relationships and training. (Now York) 
15, Study of 4-H leadership problems by survey of adult leaders prior 
‘ to leader. training meetings. (Utah) 


16.6 Pull-time given to organization work with home demonstration 
clubs and councils, (Texas) 


17. Radio and farm group lectures on personality development, family 
life, community improvement and social aspects of public policies. 
(Rhode Igland) 


18, ‘tudy of experiences of county extension services in work with 
Selective Service and on farm labor during World War II, ona 
guide for helping improve such cooperative work this time, 

Maryland) 3 


19. County community councils made up of representatives from the 
local comaunity improvement assoclations and various agencies. 
(Tennessee) 


o 
of Hae chon gion Hpi is , attached bo. cans gion ui a 
in Ohio, Wisconsin, and Louisiane - also in New York , + yea DUG Oey bet 

title of specialist... The extension work in rural sociology and communi ty 
development are administratively an integral part of the college departne 
or section of rural sociology in 10 States - Rhode Island, New, York, ! 
Mississippi, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Michizan, Wisconsin, and Utah, 
It is also a part of extension agricultural economics in 4 States - Pe ag 


vania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 


ROLE AND ACTIVITIES OF FEDERAL OFFICE 
The role the federal office in extension rural Pee a oh and. ea 


what the role is of the State extension services 
agencies and the county extension servieete It is a an (Oe indireot. 
leadership, general training, and consultation service or assistance. 
activities center around helping the States with their programs; oct 
abreast of proposed legislation, new programs, research, and education 1 
developments of concern to the field; servicing federal staff 1 members a3 
agencies, maintaining relations and rendering services to national ag 
and meetings; and administering annual plans of work and annual repo 
the State extension projects on this subject. 


But the activities of the federal office are necessari ily quite Linite 
Only one specialist is assigned to this project and it is combined wit 
tension recreation, and during the last year it also included the worl 
rural health services due to the illness and dealth of Miss Blin L, Ar 
Thus, each of these 3 fields has had the equivalent of only about 1/3 
time, While the total number of State projects are not unduly large, 
servicing of federal staff members and the various committees and nati 
activities connected with each field takes more than its proportionate 


A major activity-* of the federal specialist in connection with the 
rural sociolory and sees development project was assistance to th 
During the last two years, projects were visited or special activities 3 
in 19 States. These were New Gace naa Rhode Island, Connecticuty New 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Mississippi, Tenne essee, Kentucky, Louis: 
Indiana, Illinois, Michizan, H Ae es Towa, Montana, Idaho and Wash: 
Most of these contacts were from 3 days to two weeks, including in some 
cases work cn recreation and health projects in the same States, They 
field visits, work in communities and counties, participation in confer ne 
Meetings and workshops, and conferences held with staff committees and in 
viduals. The work in Montana and Idaho involved a study of 4-H club 1 


PSR Ratan |e 


bed retinas: the ex pearl om pas life eae, OG the Midcentury 
hite House Conference on Children and Youth (December 1950), the home demon- 
ration conference on "Streng gthening Homes In The Emergenc; cy" (April 1951), 

1d the section on rural sociology program in the 1951 meeting of the Sonhern 

| icultural Workers! Agsociation G@eprnany 1951), The specialist is a member 
ie he Farm Foundation's church committee on land tenure, the town and 

yuntry church committee of the National Council of Churches, and a consultant 
he Virginia Methodist Church town and country church commission,. Other 
mittees and agencies are assisted in connection with the extension recre- , 
on and health projects, Relations are maintained with the Rural Sociological 
. ety and its annual mectings attended, at which tine special conferences 

re held eh extension sociolosists attending. 


“wat ish ene: tederat Mee eam servico, counsel is exchanced frequently, 
cially in connection with field studies and training. Occasionally, 

S stance has: been Given in meeting with foreign youth, and counseling with 
reign technical trainees and staff members of the Office of Forcien Agri- 
ural Relations. The project has a particular interest in the group work 
he Soil Conservation Service, and information or assistance is exchanged 
ccasion. > . 


‘ Ceci cixcular’ Lett ters were sent to State extension specialists and 
artuents of rural. sociology. Other itens propared included "Farn People 
"Information for Extension Agents on Social. Security", 
Seg Areas and Dotens Se aes ime: igs Te Begeringienror Extension Work in 
cours Meetings and Di acai 


$0 Dubnt bas or read ake, upon as ees en attention was given 
eluding items in circular letters and sending published materials which 
encourage and help male a adjustment s and contribute to the- 


4 


Through all these. activities tHe federal of fice cnaeavare gel 
provide re measure of leadership and assistance it can. Rdélations ith 
other staff divisions and personnel of the Extensiion Service » and of other 
bureaus or agencies concerned with the .subject, are excellent and assists 
is given as much as possible... Extension work to help people improve li 
is the job of all programs and. all staffs - courby, State, and Miri anes 
work of each contributes to the total, directly or indirectly. 
and community development, hag its part. 


A LOOK AH RAD 


Progress of extension rurdl sociology and community development hes — 
been steady and significant. There is continued growing interest in the | 
application of sociological information to extension problems and other p 
grams, in order that as many people as possible may be served. This i iaay 
continued successful extension assistance in rural sociology will stimulate © 

‘even further progress. The same is true of community organization and devel— 
opment, There is generally increased interest and activity in this field 
nuriil people are thinking about community aspects of thir’ farming and h 
waking ‘and fanmily-coamunity living more than ever before. They want to 
their comaunitics good places to live in. They know that this not only 
proves living, but makes their propertics worth more. They 2lso want e 
handiing of programs and scrvices. There will be increased interest in'th 
family ferm idca, and in desiring to oe all rural families . 


Building group rélationships and cooperative effort: het wou groups 
an especially vital function today, and it is bucoming more and more © comp 
It is not only a part of better services and good feelings 1t 1s ayparky 
the denocracy way and of building cndming-World Order. We are ina tr 
dously significunt period. Great developnents of national and world imp 
affecting the lives of 11 people and perhaps all of history, will be tak 
place, Rural people will want to think about them. Local Leadership! and 
comunity effort will continue to’ be significant, because they are funda, 
important in our socivty, and in the issucs of the time. ae: 

A statenent once made by Mrs. Elesnor Roosevelt is pertinént. She sa 
that "two major political ideas are before the world today —- communism and 
dceriocracy. The basic issue of the time is the choice between them. The 
sentatives of the former are going to work hard to try to-.prove that it 
most effectively serve the people of the world. The representatives Of 
have to work just as hard to prove and obtain the acceptance of their Wal 
The battle is going to be won or lost in the individual communities of 
greatest democracy of the world. Our willingness to accept responsibili 
toward this in our community will in the long run be the deciding factor in 
the battle for the futvre." sand someone else said, " While there is’ the ni] 
front, there is also the home front where it is a question, of mobilizing aK 
minds of men for the fe ote that can contribute to better living to as 
by voluntery effort. 


rc the ising. ye life that Beene and that ce. can be aifective sib 
emergencies and problens of today -~ in our own localities and across 
ton oe world. if we are. in Magee u ae Naor ae SPBORS USL the My pone 


11 our Roars in every i sevaaies ale 


The above paragraphs contain the ideas that undergird and guide the 
ision work in rural sociology and comaunity developnent. It is contributing 
the main objectives - to better extension, to better rural living, to the 
: of democracy. we have benind us an accunulation of success and a 
ig demand for more assistance along this.line. 


ur areas of cmphasis stand out for the next few years, These are: 


Comunity organization and development - doing things the community 
way, helping people work out improvements and deal with problems 

_ which they have as community groups. We will want to kecp in mim 

_ that this program should not be thought of as an exclusive program, 

_ but one closely related to other projects - farm managemcnt, live- 
stock production, soil conservation and all the rest, for they con- . 
tribute to community development and canmunity organization and 

Se eesti ° contributes to Sane 


iseliatance in 1_ strengthening extension ee ation, lea endership , 


program planning and teaching LOE We will want to give special 
attention to helping ‘extension sta en ae es analyze their counties, 


‘know the natural channels of Pe eee aniben: and leadersnip, and imple- 
ment family ond comunity approaches. These approac ‘hes, are going 

to be used more and more, The Soil Conservation Service, for exanple, 
is endeavoring to use these approaches and especially the. "neighbor 
group" method. We should work together with then on this. Getting 
soil and water conservation practices adopted on farns is one:.of 

‘, rural Americz'!s great needs, and has a definite relation to community 
. developient and family living. 


“analysis and interpretation of sucial changes, including popul#tion 
‘trends > community changes, “affects or changes sin farminy and houe- 
if: chalking, and attitudes. 


“analysis a1 Ria arauition pertaining fe te Sib ioc aeeenas 
moproiis: =~ local, State, and. national. During the next few yeirs 

there will be major proposals and developicnts up for discussion 
‘on such topics as schools, health, socisl security, agricultural 

| as ee labor, and fanily farm, as well as inte: netional 


main 


Is ye a definite lessening of contacts and ties with the innedi 


improvenent ? 


“Grn take into ‘iecannt? 


We nocd the assistunce of more research infown.tion. Some of th 
problems on Walch we need r riore Study are; Sat 


local cormwnity, or canwe build cornmunity organization soundly on 
v3 oe 

What basis is needed in order to soundly build community {RPL Ove ee 

clubs or other cannunity organa2ation? 


Ef fects of suburbanization and industrialization of towns upon the 
people and the possibilities for community ox rganization. 


What are the Leena criteria for successful funetioning of 
community organization - the factors and principles eg contribute 
success? Pe 


What is the desirable role and activities of outside leadership or a 
assistance in stinuleting and carrying on seis Palen and 


What makes for good result Sin, eduentional leadership tra apie nicet- 


"> 


ings, community meetings , beading discussions? 


How can people be aroused to more interest in effective community — 
organization and development? What are effective ways of make 
prograns at the gross roots? What heute, of the eee must ei 
taken into account? re 


Comparison and cffectiveness of conaunity po a ct versus connodity 
loyalty? Factors in town-country relations? 


The role of values, and atvitudes ‘of the people, end how to deal wi 
5 : We 4 Sect 


Busic factors influencing standards or desires of Tivang; partied) 
of people in prog rane) and adoption of practices? y 


How can we better determine the peel AMAR ahs end wanes of the pe 
and build better program plans? — 


How can family and communi ty gest be better inploncted? 


What are valucs and drawbacks of puilding relationships 
and programs, and how ci it be dor? 


- 


How can we better evaluate and report on SO aie ends 


How canwe better evaluate and report on Vounat ene ae eo pe 
and their community prograns? What is improvenent of rural livi 


Eoneicn a reer: We eke ye me ea acal minded as we go eva 
sion sociologists should do, or have some part in, planning and carrying 
some research each year. It strengthens us in subject-matter and it 


ae are tne research problem-centered. 


Close relationship with teachings also helps both the teaching and the 
We eed resident-t caching ee ae seems cyeeene iran eine ag 


Another necd is in-service training of the extension specizlists in 


‘sociology and comaunity organization, The s has been no pet together 
hem of any kind during recent years, and many of them are new in the work, 


their interest in this. [Regional or national committees among land-grant 
see administrators and leadcrs in the field are being organized. It is 

i that out of this interust end organization there may come some kind of 
nfcrenee or workshop on extension rural sociology and conmunity deveLopnent 
ane too te ena uy is needed cian ke Eas tra aaah fos 


aay Beco ue ea ae ots ie as ah prograis, and Sateen new 
riacition from researches aml ebout group techniques or other developrients,. 


ae also appears to offer new and expanding rurel problems and 

sonditions of interest to extension rurel sociology and community development. 
ral and urban differences are diminishing. At the same time the socicty 

rural people is becoming more complex, due to incrcuased shifting of popula- 

s and incrcased diversity of interests. Public and private prograns will 

kely increase in number and content. There will be grvcater need than 

g common ground, and then for building on ib to give ce:tainty 

to achieve desired results. 


